Sandy Town Council



Minutes of a meeting of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 17 September 2012 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road Sandy commencing at 7.30 pm.

Present:  Cllrs N Aldis, Mrs S Lunn, C Osborne (Chairman), M Pettitt, Mrs M Runchman, M  Scott, D Sharman and  G White 

Absent:  Cllr Jackson

In attendance:  Cllr Ali and the Town Clerk 

	1
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Jackson.



	2
	Declarations of interest

There were no declarations of interest either of a personal or a pecuniary nature.



	3
	Minutes of previous meeting

It was resolved: to approve the minutes of the Policy, Finance and Resources Committee held on 9th July 2012 as a correct record of proceedings subject to the following two amendments.

i) Item 6.3 would have the words “additional dog bins” added.  

ii) Cllr Aldis’s presence at the meeting would be recorded in the list of attendees.  



	4

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4
	Financial reports 

Financial reports showing income and expenditure against the revenue budget for the financial year to the end of August 2012 and to the current date were received and discussed. In particular members noted that the Fallowfield commuted sum was still in the Council’s current account.

It was resolved: to accept the reports and recommend their approval by the Town Council on 22 October 2012.

A list of accounts for payment for the month of August and a list of accounts for payment from 1st to 10th September were presented to the committee. Following discussion and questions from members it was resolved to approve the accounts for payment. 

The audited annual return for the year ended 31 March 2012 and the report of the opinion of the External Auditors for the Council (BDO) was received and considered.  It was noted that the outstanding balance of the loan to St Swithun’s Parish Church had been omitted from the Fixed Asset Box of the Annual Return and this was the only issue raised by the auditors.   

It was resolved: to receive the return and the auditors’ report and to recommend the approval of the audited annual return to the Town Council on 22 October 2012 and the adoption of the proposed Action Plan to address the issue of the omission of the outstanding loan balance from the Fixed Asset Box of the annual return in future years.

Reports on the progress of the Christmas Lights Working Group and the financial implications of the Christmas Lights project had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  The Chairman of the Working Group supplemented the written reports with additional information.  The committee noted that a full breakdown of anticipated costs was not yet available because of the preliminary stage of the work which had been reached by the group.  Work was continuing on a daily basis and not all costs had yet been confirmed.  Also the outcome of fundraising activities was uncertain.  A raffle was planned and other fundraising opportunities were to be considered.

It was resolved:

i) To note the contents of the report

ii) To agree to the appointment of Cllr Will Jackson as the Promoter of the Lottery. (Although the committee agreed it would be preferable if Sandy Town Council could be named on the ticket as promoter it was understood that a named individual was required.)

iii) To authorise the Working Group to draw on the existing 2012/13 budget provision for the community grant towards the Christmas Lights for immediate costs and to recommend to Town Council that additional funds up to £3,000 should be made available to the Working Group subject to the provision of a detailed budget.


	5
	Property Matters

A report on recent criminal damage to solar panels at Jenkins Pavilion had been circulated in advance of the meeting and this was discussed in detail together with potential courses of action to mitigate future losses and to deal with the current damage.  The Clerk advised that the cost of repairs would be in the region of £5,100. 

It was resolved: to consider removal of the solar panels and the Clerk was asked to explore all aspects and implications of removal and relocation of the panels on one of the Town Council’s buildings at Stratford Road (depot and/or cemetery chapel).

It was resolved: to notify the Council’s insurers that two claims would be made for the recent damage (inflicted on two separate occasions) but that the Council was considering relocating the panels and until this decision had been confirmed would prefer to remove and store the panels pending repair.



	6

6.1

6.2
	Consultations

The committee considered making a response to the Government’s consultation on a proposal to exclude parish councils from the impact of the Localising Support for Council Tax scheme (closing date 9th October). Reports and correspondence on this aspect of the Government’s reforms to the welfare system had been circulated in advance of the meeting.
It was resolved:  to respond to the government’s three consultation questions using the model responses suggested by NALC (these had been included in the reports previously supplied to members).

The committee considered making a response to Central Bedfordshire’s consultation on its alternative scheme to Council Tax Benefits (closing date 14th November).   Members expressed individual views about the implications of the proposed changes in support for the community of Sandy.   Following debate it was resolved that the committee would ask all members of Sandy Town Council to make individual responses to the consultation.   The reasons for this decision were that the form of the consultation was not amenable to a corporate response and there was a range of views held by members.  


	7
	Sandy Town Council Policy Matters

A draft Lone Worker Policy for Sandy Town Council had been circulated in advance of the meeting and this was considered.

It was resolved: to adopt the policy with immediate effect and to ensure that appropriate training was provided to all members of staff.


	8
	Section 106

A report detailing recent spending of Section 106 monies and current allocations of S106 funding had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  Members noted that £7,360 of the S106 agreement for Jordan’s Yard Open Space Ref 04/1459 remained uncommitted and had a spend date of 21 November 2012.  Several options were debated.

It was resolved: to make an application to allocate the remaining Jordan’s Yard Open Space funds for 

i) the replacement of the community notice board outside Downing Court (subject to the agreement of Central Bedfordshire Council’s Highways department), the provision of further community notice boards at Fallowfield (x 1 location to be determined) and in the Town Centre Car Park ( x 1 in front of the fence near the Belfry Court).  These would be large, open notice boards.

ii) a new Town Council notice board at Fallowfield (x 1 glazed, lockable unit location to be determined)

iii) one glazed, lockable noticeboard to be fixed to the wall of Sandy library and supervised by Library staff.

Any surplus S106 funds once these noticeboards were acquired could be allocated towards the fencing recently replaced at Sandy Town Bowling Club. Double sided boards were to be considered if locations permitted.
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